
MINUTES
 

MARCH 22, 2024
 

PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OVERSIGHT BOARD MEETING

1. Call to Order

A meeting of the Brazos County Public Defender's Oversight Board was held on Friday,
March 22, 2024 at 1:30 p.m. in suite 332 of the Brazos County Administration Building,
200 South Texas Avenue, Bryan, Texas.  The following members of the Board were
present:
 
Judge Duane Peters;
Judge Travis Bryan, III (Retired), Presiding;
Judge Willie Blackmon (Retired);
Commissioner Irma Cauley (Retired);
Michele Esparza
 
The attached sheet contains the names of the citizens and officials that were in
attendance.
 
The minutes were taken by Cheryl Coffman.

2. Approval of Minutes from the December 11, 2023 Public Defender's Office Oversight
Board Meeting.

Motion: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Irma Cauley, Seconded by Michele
Esparaza. Passed. 5-0.  Ayes: Blackmon, Bryan, III, Cauley, Esparaza, Peters.

3. Review and discuss the First (1st) Quarterly Report of the calendar year, along with the
updated case numbers for the Public Defender's Office. 

Chief Public Defender Nathan Wood handed out the Texas Indigent Defense
Commission (TIDC) Grant Progress Report for the 4th Quarter of 2023 to the Board
and reviewed the numbers recorded.  Commissioner Cauley asked what the average
time is before a client in the jail is seen by an attorney.  Mr. Wood answered that his



office attempts to meet with the client as soon as they are appointed to the case but it is
no longer than ten days.  Judge Bryan asked how their statistics compare to other Public
Defender offices across the state.  Mr. Wood explained that he is not able to make the
comparison since there is not another office the same size or with the same budget as
their office.  Ms. Esparza questioned the amount of felony cases per attorney, noting that
twenty seemed low.  Mr. Wood said he has three felony attorneys but they also handle
misdemeanor cases. Mr. Wood stated that once the office is fully staffed they will be
able to take on more felony cases.  Mr. Wood then introduced the Public Defender's
office staff members in attendance.

4. Discussion with Judge Dana Zachary concerning progress made by the PDO.

Associate Court Judge Dana Zachary commended the Public Defender's office saying
they are doing a thorough job and providing good representation to their clients.  Judge
Zachary also explained that some homeless clients would rather stay in jail than dispose
of their case since they have nowhere else to go.  She said that is a seasonal issue that
seems to be increasing.  Discussion then ensued over the increasing jail population,
homelessness, and mental health issues in Brazos County.

5. Discussion of upcoming staffing changes within the Public Defender's Office.

Mr. Wood announced that attorney Lane Thibodeaux will join the office on April 18, 2024
and will take on misdemeanor cases and appeals.  Robbie McClung, from Collin County
will also join the office on May 1, 2024 and she will be an additional felony attorney. Mr.
Wood stated they are both great additions and bring many years of experience to the
office.

6. Discussion of the PDO office space.

Mr. Wood stated TIDC has requested an update on their office space.  He said they
have almost outgrown the space they are in and some staff may need to work remotely
until they have a new building.  Mr. Wood said he has been in contact with Broaddus &
Associates to assess their needs for the new building.  He asked Judge Peters if there
is a timeline on the construction project.  Judge Peters answered his hope is that the
building will be completed in three to five years.

7. Approval for PDO to begin taking court appointments for adult misdemeanor and felony
appeals in Brazos County and in regional counties.

Mr. Wood explained he is requesting the approval of appellate appointments from the
Board and then it will be placed on an agenda for Commissioners Court approval.  Ms.
Esparza questioned the funding for these cases.  Auditor Katie Conner explained that
the grant funding will allow for the appellate caseload. Ms. Esparza stated she believes
this an important addition to the Public Defender's office.

Motion: Approve, Moved by Michele Esparaza, Seconded by Commissioner Irma
Cauley. Passed. 5-0.  Ayes: Blackmon, Bryan, III, Cauley, Esparaza, Peters.

8. Approval of the designation of Program Director, Financial Officer and Authorized
Official for grant purposes.

Mr. Wood said this is required by TIDC for the grant application. The authorized
designees are Nathan Wood, Katie Conner and Judge Duane Peters.



Motion: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Irma Cauley, Seconded by Judge Travis
Bryan, III. Passed. 5-0.  Ayes: Blackmon, Bryan, III, Cauley, Esparaza, Peters.

9. Approval for a grant request including Appellate, Juvenile & Mental Health Divisions.

Mr. Wood said he is requesting to apply for the Multi-Year Improvement Grant to include
Mental Health, Juvenile and Appellate divisions and additional support staff.  Ms.
Esparza suggested requesting an increase in salary for a Chief Juvenile Defender.

Motion: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Irma Cauley, Seconded by Judge Willie
Blackmon. Passed. 5-0.  Ayes: Blackmon, Bryan, III, Cauley, Esparaza, Peters.

10. Discussion and approval of the FY 2025 Budget Request.

Motion: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Irma Cauley, Seconded by Michele
Esparaza. Passed. 5-0.  Ayes: Blackmon, Bryan, III, Cauley, Esparaza, Peters.

11. Announcement of interest items and possible future agenda topics.

Judge Peters said as part of the Board's duties a review of the director should be
included on the next agenda.

12. Adjourn
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