
MINUTES
 

APRIL 4, 2017
 

BRAZOS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
 

WORKSHOP SESSION

1. Call to Order

The Commissioners' Court of Brazos County, Texas met in a Workshop Session in the
Commissioners' Courtroom in the Brazos County Administration Building in Bryan,
Brazos County, Texas, beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 with the
following members of the Court present:
 
Duane Peters, County Judge, Presiding;
Steve Aldrich, Commissioner of Precinct 1;
Sammy Catalena, Commissioner of Precinct 2;          
Nancy Berry, Commissioner of Precinct 3;
Irma Cauley, Commissioner of Precinct 4;
Karen McQueen, County Clerk, Absent.
 
Attached is a list of the citizens and officials in attendance.
 
The County Judge called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. and invited others to speak.

2. Discussions about the possible adoption of a Brazos County Food Establishment
Order.

Brazos County Health Department Director Ken Bost spoke about the food
establishment rules and introduced Shelly Cmajdalka who is the Inspector and
Enviromental Specialist with the Health Department. 
 
Mrs. Cmajdalka discussed the proposal for the Brazos County Food Establishment
Order.  She said that the food establishment rules were last updated in 2015, and all
establishments are required to have a Food Manager Certification as well as Food
Handler Cards for all employees.  Mrs. Cmajdalka said that the Health Department also



conducts septic inspections for Brazos County establishments.  They are currently able
to close an establishment for untreated sewage issues threatening public health, but
they are unable to close an establishment for health code violation without a County
Food Order.  Mrs.Cmajdalka also spoke about penalties and fees associated with the
County Food Order.
 
Commissioner Catalena questioned why there would be the same rules for a "mom and
pop" establishment in the county versus big chain restaurants in Bryan and College
Station.  He said he is afraid the extra fees may cause the smaller establishments to
close down.
 
Dr.  Eric Wilke with the Health Department stated that there are also "mom and pop"
establishments within the city and they are inspected the same as all establishments. 
He said they are not trying to add undue pressure on smaller establishments.  Dr. Wilke
said their concern is with improper food preparation and the safety of the public.
 
Commissioner Aldrich asked how many establishments are out in the county.
 
Dr. Wilke answered there are 30 to 35 establishments.
 
Commissioner Aldrich asked how establishments would know about notice of the
changes.
 
Bill Ballard, Civil Counsel stated that a Public Hearing would be needed to notify
establishments of the County Food Order.
 
Commissioner Aldrich said he would like for a draft copy of the order sent out to
establishments prior to the Public Hearing.  He said he would also like to have a more
detailed list of fees before he votes yes or no.  He also questioned if there are other
counties that have a comparable order.
 
Commissioner Berry said she appreciates the Health Department and thanked them for
the work they do for the community.
 
Judge Peters said the next step would be to schedule a Public Hearing.
 
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned.

3. Adjourn
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